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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention concerns a method of notification by an inviter
of information on a page of an advertising server to at least
one contact of the inviter. A sharing server:
receives (E403) a message from a device used by the inviter
after loading of the page of the advertiser’s server by the
device used by the inviter,
obtains (E405), from a social network server, information
identifying at least one contact of the inviter who is
currently connected to the social network server,
transfers (E406) each information obtained and identifying
at least one contact to the device used by the inviter,
receives (E407), from the device used by the inviter, infor-
mation identifying at least one contact selected by the
inviter,
transfers (E408) a message destined for the selected con-
tacts, the message comprising at least one address relat-
ing to the page loaded by the device used by the inviter.

5 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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METHOD OF NOTIFICATION BY AN
INVITER OF AN INFORMATION ON A PAGE
OF AN ADVERTISER’S SERVER

This application is the U.S. national phase of International
Application No. PCT/EP2012/054820 filed 19 Mar. 2012
which designated the U.S. and claims priority to FR 1152455
filed 24 Mar. 2011, the entire contents of each of which are
hereby incorporated by reference.

The present invention concerns a method and a system of
notification by an inviter of an information on a page of an
advertisers server to at least one contact of the inviter.

The purchase of products or services over a communica-
tion network, such as the internet, is steadily growing.

Certain sites offer promotional offers with limited duration
or for a limited number of products.

The offers, such as for example those concerning holiday
promotions, may interest a community or group of friends.

It is often difficult to inform friends of these offers within
the time period for which these offers are available.

The object of the invention is to remedy the drawbacks of
the prior art by proposing a method and a system of notifica-
tion, by an inviter, of a recommendation or an information on
a page of an advertiser’s server, to at least one contact of the
inviter, which is rapid and can be performed in real time.

To this end, according to a first aspect, the invention pro-
poses a method of notification by an inviter of an information
onapage of an advertiser’s serverto at least one contact of the
inviter, the at least one contact and the inviter being linked
together via a social network, a communication network link-
ing the advertisers server, a social network server, a device
used by the inviter, at least one device used by the contact and
a sharing server, wherein the method comprises the steps
performed by the sharing server of:

receiving a message from the device used by the inviter

after loading a page of the advertisers server by the
device used by the inviter,
obtaining from the social network server information iden-
tifying at least one contact of the inviter which is cur-
rently connected to the social network server,

transferring each information obtained and identifying at
least one contact to the device used by the inviter,

receiving, from the device used by the inviter, information
identifying at least one contact selected by the inviter
among transferred information identifying at least one
contact,

transferring a message to the contact or contacts selected

by the inviter, the message comprising at least one
address relating to the page loaded by the device used by
the inviter.

The invention also concerns a system of notification by an
inviter of an information on a page of an advertisers server to
at least one contact of the inviter, the at least one contact and
the inviter being linked together via a social network, a com-
munication network linking the advertisers server, a social
network server, a device used by the inviter, at least one device
used by the contact and a sharing server, characterised in that
the sharing server comprises:

means for receiving a message from the device used by the

inviter after loading of the page of the advertiser’s server
by the device used by the inviter,

means for obtaining, from the social network server, infor-

mation identifying at least one contact of the inviter
which is currently connected to the social network
server,

means for transferring each obtained information identify-

ing at least one contact to the device used by the inviter,
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means for receiving, from the device used by the inviter, of
information identifying at least one contact selected by
the inviter among transferred information identifying at
least one contact,

means for transferring a message to the contact or contacts

selected by the inviter, the message comprising at least
one address relating to the page loaded by the device
used by the inviter.

Thus it is possible to inform one’s friends of the page
content quickly.

This avoids the information being obsolete when it
becomes accessible to contacts.

Furthermore by selecting only contacts who are connected
to the social network server, the page address is sent only to
contacts who are able to process the page quickly. The com-
munication network is not burdened by the transfer of mes-
sages to recipients who are absent or unable to benefit from
the information received.

This also allows promotion of impulse buying by the user
of the inviting device and his contacts.

According to a particular embodiment of the invention, the
message destined for the contact or contacts selected by the
inviter is transferred via the social network server.

Thus the contacts are notified in a simple manner using
contact means provided by the social network.

According to a particular embodiment, the message des-
tined for the contact or contacts selected by the inviter is
transferred using the identifier of the inviter.

Thus the contacts are notified in a simple manner using
contact means provided by the social network.

According to a particular embodiment, prior to receive the
message from the device used by the inviter, the sharing
server transfers to the device used by the inviter a program
which modifies the content of the page loaded by the inviting
device, by inserting therein an icon allowing the user of the
inviting device to activate the notification.

Thus integration of the present invention in the advertiser’s
server is simple and requires few modifications to the adver-
tiser’s server.

According to a particular embodiment, following the
reception of the message from the device used by the inviter,
the sharing server transfers to the device used by the inviter a
program which allows definition of permissions for access to
the social network by the sharing server.

Thus the sharing server, with the agreement of the inviter,
can use the inviter’s identity to transfer messages on the social
network. Implementation of the present invention is thus sim-
plified.

According to a particular embodiment of the invention, the
sharing server produces statistics on the inviter and/or the
number of inviters or the contacts of the inviter who have
accessed the page of the advertiser’s server.

Thus it is possible to provide the advertiser with informa-
tion on traffic and/or purchases, visits or other actions per-
formed by the inviter and invited party.

According to a particular embodiment of the invention, the
advertiser first registers to the sharing server and indicates the
address of a target page to the sharing server.

Thus various parameters for implementation of the present
invention can be set by the advertiser according to his needs.

According to a particular embodiment of the invention, the
method also comprises the steps performed when the user of
the invited device activates the address relating to the page
loaded by the device used by the inviter, of:

redirecting the invited device by the social network server

to a page of the sharing server,
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redirecting the invited device by the sharing server to the

target page of the advertiser’s server.

Thus the present invention can be implemented in a simple
manner without the advertiser’s server 30 and/or the social
network server being modified to any significant extent.

The invention also concerns computer programs stored on
an information support, said programs comprising instruc-
tions allowing implementation of the methods described
above when loaded and executed by a computer system.

The characteristics of the invention mentioned above and
others will appear more clearly from reading the description
below of an embodiment example, said description being
produced in relation to the attached drawings in which:

FIG. 1 shows a sharing system according to the present
invention;

FIG. 2 shows a sharing server according to the present
invention;

FIG. 3 shows an algorithm executed by an inviting device
according to the present invention;

FIGS. 4a and 45 show algorithms executed by the sharing
server according to the present invention.

FIG. 1 shows a sharing system according to the present
invention.

A sharing server 10 is linked via a communication network
60 to at least one advertiser’s server 30, to a social network
server 20, to a device 50 used by an inviter, and to a device 40
used by a contact of the inviter.

The device used by an inviter will be referred to below as
the inviting device 50 and the device used by the contact of the
inviter will be referred to below as the invited device 40.

The social network server 20 is for example a server of the
social network of the Facebook®© type or an instant messag-
ing server such as that supplied by Yahoo©. The purpose of
the social network server 20 is to link together persons con-
nected to the social network server 20 and who have a recog-
nised link between them, and to allow the exchange of instan-
taneous messages between them.

The advertiser’s server 30 is for example a server which
accommodates a site selling products, travel or services.

The communication network 60 is for example an Internet-
type network, a mobile telephony network or a combination
of several different networks.

The inviting and invited devices are, for example and with-
out being limitative, computers or mobile telephones, smart
phones able to access the social network server 20, such as
electronic notebooks or electronic tablets which are config-
ured to access the communication network 60.

According to the present invention, the sharing server 10:

receives a message from the device used by the inviter after

loading of the page of the advertiser’s server by the
device used by the inviter,

obtains from the social network server information identi-

fying at least one contact of the inviter who is connected
to the social network server,

transfers each information obtained and identifying at least

one contact to the device used by the inviter,

receives from the device used by the inviter information

identifying at least one contact selected by the inviter
among information transferred identifying at least one
contact,

transfers a message to the contact or contacts selected by

the inviter, the message comprising at least one address
relating to the page loaded by the device used by the
inviter.

FIG. 2 shows a sharing server according to the present
invention.
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The sharing server 10 is for example a computer compris-
ing a communication bus 201 to which are connected a central
unit UC 200, a read-only memory ROM 202, a random access
memory RAM 203, a network interface 206 with the com-
munication network 60, a hard disk DD 208, and when appli-
cable a screen 20, a keyboard 205 and a data reading/writing
device Lect/Enr 209 on a removable support.

It should be noted here that as a variant, the sharing server
10 comprises one or more dedicated integrated circuits which
are able to implement the method as described with reference
to FIGS. 4a and 4b.

The read-only memory ROM 202 stores amongst others
the programs implementing the method according to the
invention, which will be described below with reference to
FIGS. 4a and 4b.

More generally, the programs according to the present
invention are stored in a storage medium. This storage
medium can be read by a computer or microprocessor 200.
This storage medium is integrated or not integrated in the
sharing server 10 and may be removable.

When the sharing server 10 is powered up, the programs
according to the present invention are transferred from the
read-only memory ROM 202 to the random access memory
RAM 203, which then contains the executable code of the
invention and the data necessary for implementing the inven-
tion.

The network interface 206 allows the exchange of data with
the various servers and devices via the telecommunications
network 60.

The network interface 206 allows the transmission of data
sets to the receiver device 20 via the telecommunications
network 50.

The data reader/writer 209 on a removable storage medium
is for example a reader/writer on a CD or DVD or Blu-Ray©
support. The data reader/writer 209 is able to read programs
according to the present invention in order to transfer them to
the hard disk 208.

FIG. 3 shows an algorithm executed by an inviting device
according to the present invention.

At step E300, the browser of the inviting device downloads
a web page from the advertiser’s server 30. The webpage is
for example an on-line product sales page and comprises a
script or computer program executed by the browser.

At next step E301, the browser of the inviting device 50
executes the script received in step E300, and in step E302
sends a message to the sharing server 10.

At next step E303, the browser receives in response a
program which modifies the content of the loaded page by
inserting therein an icon or button allowing the user of the
inviting device 50 to activate the sharing process according to
the invention. The program also inserts a tracer which allows
monitoring of the number of displays of the button inserted.
The tracer is for example an image of size 1 pixel by 1 pixel
which is inserted in the loaded page.

At next step E304, the activation by the user of the inviting
device 50 of the notification process according to the inven-
tion is detected.

The user of the inviting device activates the method accord-
ing to the present invention by clicking on or selecting the
icon inserted in the loaded page.

At next step E305, the browser sends an activation request
to the sharing server 10.

At next step E306, the browser receives in response a
program from the sharing server 10 which allows the estab-
lishment of permissions for access to the social network by
the sharing server 10.
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At next step E307, the browser establishes a connection to
the social network if this has not already been established.
During this connection the identifier and password of the user
of the inviting device 50 are communicated to the social
network server 20.

At next step E308, the program received in step E306
verifies whether the user of the inviting device 50 has given
the social network server 20 the permissions necessary for
implementation of the present invention by the sharing server
10. At that step the identifier of the sharing server 10, defined
on registration on the sharing server 10 with the social net-
work server 20, is transferred to the social network server 20
to verify the permissions.

If the permissions have already been given, the algorithm
moves onto step E309. If not, at step E308, the inviting device
receives from the social network server 20 a request for the
user of the inviting device 50 to give the necessary permis-
sions for implementation of the present invention by the shar-
ing server 10.

At next step E309, the browser receives from the sharing
server 10 the list of all contacts of the user of the inviting
device 50 who are connected to the social network server 20.

Atnext step E310, the user of the inviting device 50 selects
at least one of his contacts who is currently connected to the
social network server.

At next step E311, the user of the inviting device 50 may
enter a text destined for the contact or contacts selected.

At next step E312, the browser transfers a message for the
sharing server 10 and comprising the identifier of the user of
the inviting device on the social network server 20, the iden-
tifiers of the contacts selected, the date of the invitation and
eventually the message entered.

At next step E313, the browser receives an acknowledge-
ment of receipt from the sharing server 10.

FIGS. 4a and 4b show the algorithms executed by the
sharing server according to the present invention.

At step E400 of the algorithm in FIG. 4a, the advertisers
server 30 is registered with the sharing server 10.

The sharing server 10 memorises the domain name of the
advertiser’s server, the address of a redirection page, that of a
target page i.e. the page to which the advertiser wishes the
contacts of the user of the inviting device, or in other words
the invited devices 40, to be directed, and where applicable
the address of the icon or button allowing the user of the
inviting device 50 or of the invited device 40 to activate the
notification process according to invention.

At step E401, the sharing server 10 receives a message
from the inviting device 50.

At next step E402, the sharing server 10 transfers in
response to the inviting device 50 a program which modifies
the content of the page loaded by the inviting device 50, by
inserting therein an icon or button allowing the user of the
inviting device 50 to activate the notification process accord-
ing to the invention. The program also inserts a tracer which
allows monitoring of the number of displays of the inserted
button.

Atnext step E403, the sharing server receives a request for
activation sent to the sharing server 10 by auser of the inviting
device 50.

The sharing server 10 in step E404 transfers a program to
the inviting device 50 which allows definition of permissions
for access to the social network by the sharing server 10. The
identifier of the sharing server 10 is thus transferred to the
inviting device 50.

At next step E405, the sharing server 10 detect the contacts
of'the user of the inviting device who are currently connected
to the social network server 20.
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To do this, the sharing server 10 transfers an interrogation
request to the social network server 20.

At next step E406, the sharing server 10 transfers to the
inviting device 50 the list of all contacts of the user of the
inviting device 50 who are connected to the social network
server 20.

At next step E407, the sharing server 10 receives from the
inviting device 50 a message comprising the identifier of the
user of the inviting device 50 on the social network server 20,
the identifiers of the contacts selected and where applicable
the message entered.

The sharing server 10 memorises the identifier of the user
of the inviting device 50 on the social network server 20, the
identifiers of the contacts selected, the date of invitation, the
identifier of the advertisers server and the page for which the
message was transferred in step E402.

At next step E408, the sharing server 10 transfers a mes-
sage to each contact selected as a user of an invited device 40.

The message comprises the address of the target page and
where applicable the message entered.

To do this the sharing server 10 uses the identifier of the
user of the inviting device 50 on the social network server 20
and the identifier of each contact selected.

According to a particular embodiment of the invention, the
sharing server 10 uses the identifier of the user of the inviting
device 50 to contact the social network server 20 and submit
to the social network an invitation to each contact selected.

The social network server 20 memorises the invitation
message comprising the clickable link pointing to the target
page of the advertiser’s server 30, and where applicable a
predefined message and/or the message entered by the user of
the inviting device 50 for all contacts selected.

The social network server 20 transfers an invitation mes-
sage, comprising the address of the target page and where
applicable a predefined message from the advertiser’s server
and/or the message entered, to each contact selected.

As avariant, the invited device 40 regularly interrogates the
social network server 20 and recovers the message amongst
up-date information.

The message is displayed in an instant messaging window
on the invited device 40.

When the user of the invited device 40 clicks on or selects
the link of the invitation message, he is redirected by the
social network server 20 to a page of the sharing server 10.

In response, the sharing server 10 redirects the invited
device to the target page of the advertisers server and transfers
to the invited device 40, if not already contained in the invited
device 40, a program which modifies the content of the page
loaded by the invited device 40, by inserting therein an icon or
button allowing the user of the inviting device 50 to activate
the notification process according to the invention and/or
which will notify the sharing server of activation by the user
of' the invited device 40 of the notification process according
to the present invention or the conversion of the user of the
invited device 40. The program also inserts a tracer which
allows monitoring of the number of displays of the inserted
button.

At next step E409, the sharing server transfers an acknowl-
edgement of receipt to the inviting device.

At step E440 of the algorithm in FIG. 45, the sharing server
10 detects the receipt of at least one message accepting the
invitation by a selected contact.

At next step E441, the sharing server 10 memorises the
identifier of the contact who sent the receipt message in step
E440, information allowing identification of the accepted
invitation, and the date on which the message was received in
step E440.
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In a particular embodiment of the present invention, the
sharing server 10 verifies at step E442 whether the contact
who sent the receipt message in step E440 has been con-
verted.
A contact is considered converted if, following receipt of
the invitation, he has proceeded to register or make a purchase
on the advertisers server 30.
The sharing server 10 verifies whether the contact who sent
the receipt message in step E440 has been converted, by
verifying whether a message indicating conversion has been
transferred by the advertisers server to the sharing server 10.
If'the contact who sent the receipt message in step E440 has
been converted, the sharing server 10 proceeds to step E443.
If not, the sharing server 10 proceeds to step E444.
Atstep E443, the sharing server 10 memorises information
identifying the converted contact.
At step E444, the sharing server 10 monitors the informa-
tion stored during execution of the algorithms in FIGS. 4a and
4b.
For example the sharing server 10 produces statistics on the
user of an inviting device.
The sharing server 10 produces statistics on the number of
invitations sent which originate from the user of the inviting
device and which have been accepted and/or which have led
to a conversion.
The sharing server 10 produces statistics on the number of
inviting or invited devices which have accessed the target
page of the advertiser’s server, the number of contacts of the
inviter, the number of contacts connected to the social net-
work server at the same time as the user of the inviting device,
the number of accesses to the target page, and the speed with
which the contacts of the inviter accessed the target page.
Naturally the present invention is in no way limited to the
embodiments described here but on the contrary includes any
variant within the scope of the person skilled in the art and in
particular the combination of the various embodiments of the
present invention.
The invention claimed is:
1. A method of notification by an inviter of information on
apage of a first server to at least one contact of the inviter, the
at least one contact and the inviter being linked together via a
social network, a communication linking the first server, a
second server, a device used by the inviter, at least one device
used by the contact and a third server, wherein the method
comprises the steps of:
loading, by a browser of the device used by the inviter, the
page from the first server, the page comprising a script;

executing, by the device used by the inviter, the script and
transferring, by the device used by the inviter, a mes-
sage;

receiving, by the third server through the communication

network, the message from the device used by the
inviter;

transferring, by the third server to the device used by the

inviter, a program modifying the content of the page
loaded by the inviting device by inserting therein an icon
allowing the user of the inviting device to activate a
notification;
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detecting, by the device used by the inviter, an activation of
the icon and sending to the third server an activation
request;
receiving, by the device used by the inviter, a program from
the third server allowing the establishment of permis-
sions for access by the third server to the second server;

establishing, by the browser, a connection to the second
server;

receiving, by the inviting device, a request from the second

server to give permission to the third server to access the
second server;

obtaining, by the third server, from the second server, infor-

mation identifying only contacts of the inviter who are
currently connected to the second server and that are
able to process the page upon the reception of a message
destined to the contacts;

transferring, by the third server, to the device used by the

inviter and through the communication network, infor-
mation identifying only contacts of the inviter who are
currently connected to the second server and that are
able to process the page upon the reception of the mes-
sage destined to the contacts;

detecting, by the device used by the inviter, a selection of at

least one contact of the inviter who is currently con-
nected to the second server and that is able to process the
page upon the reception of the message destined to the
contact;

transferring, by the device used by the inviter, to the third

server and through the communication network, infor-
mation identifying the at least one contact selected by
the inviter;
receiving, by the third server, information identifying the at
least one contact selected by the inviter; and

transferring, by the third server, to the second server and
through the communication network, the message des-
tined for the contact or contacts selected by the inviter,
the message comprising at least one address of the page
loaded by the device used by the inviter.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the message
intended for the contact or contacts selected by the inviter is
transferred using the identifier of the inviter.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the method
further comprises the step of producing statistics on at least
one of the inviter and the number of inviters or contacts of the
inviter who have accessed the page of the first server.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the method
further comprises a prior step of registration of the first server
with the third server, and of indication of the address of a
target page on the third server.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the method
further comprises the steps, performed when the user of the
invited device activates the address relating to the page loaded
by the device used by the inviter, of:

redirecting the invited device, by the second server, to a

page of the third server; and

redirecting the invited device, by the third server, to the

target page of the first server.
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